
PLEASE NOTIFY ACOG AT 234-2264 (TTY 234-2217) BY NOON, JULY 15, 2005 IF YOU DESIRE A 
SIGNLANGUAGE INTERPRETER AT THE MEETING 

 
OPERATION FIRESAFE OPERATIONAL COMMITTEE 

& BURN PREVENTION COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

10:00 a.m., July 19, 2005 
 

Association of Central Oklahoma Governments 
21 E. Main – Suite 100 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
 

     I. CALL TO ORDER  
  
    II. INTRODUCTIONS
   
   III. CHAIRMAN'S REPORT   
 

   IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES--REGULAR MEETING MAY 24, 2005  (Attachment IV) 
 

 Action Requested:  Motion to approve minutes from the May 15, 2005 meeting. 
   

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS (Attachment V) 
    

INFORMATION:  Committee Chairpersons will lead discussions on the following committee 
activities. 
 

    A.    Fund Development Committee------------------------ Glenda Vassar  
B. Program Development Committee-------------------   Jimmy Gibson 
C. Public Education Committee---------------------------    Tim Adams 
D.    Mental Health Committee ------------------------------    Lois Pokorny 
             (discuss representative to the Oklahoma After School Network) 

 
Action Requested:  Discussions. 

   
VI. OPERATION FIRESAFE PROGRAM STATISTICS
 

Action Requested:  For information and discussion.   
 

VII. U. S. FIRE ADMINISTRATION TRAINING    (Attachment VII) 
 

INFORMATION:  Staff emailed the attached notice to the committee in late June regarding 
FEMA training for firesetter prevention training, including training for mental health 
professionals.  At least two members of the team must apply to be eligible for the 
student stipend.   

 

Action Requested:  Discussion and possible application for training. 
 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT



ATTACHMENT IV 
OPERATION FIRESAFE OPERATIONAL COMMITTEE 

& BURN PREVENTION COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 

May 24, 2005 
 

The third meeting for the calendar year of the Operation FireSAFE Operational Committee 
convened at 10:05 a.m., May 24, 2005 in the ACOG Conference Room, 21 East Main, Suite 
100, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  The meeting was held as indicated by advance notice 
posted at the ACOG Offices at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to the meeting.   
 
PRESIDING 
Darryl Troupe, Chairman, Norman Fire Department 
 
PRESENT 
Jim Hock, Del City Fire Department 
Micah Weaver, Edmond Fire Department 
Marie-Helene Lareault, Midwest City Fire Department 
Jerry Lojka, Midwest City Fire Department 
Ken Pontius, Moore Fire Department 
Getty Williams, Newalla Fire Department 
Dean Green, Norman Fire Department 
Tim Adams, Oklahoma City Fire Department 
Dustin Parsons, The Village Fire Department 
Brad Summers, The Village Fire Department 
Lois Pokorny, Oklahoma City-County Health Department 
Debbie McCoy-Blood, Oklahoma City-County Health Department 
Dan Benton, Mid-Del Youth & Family Services 
Pat Damron, Oklahoma State Health Department 
Martha Collar, Oklahoma SAFE KIDS Coalition 

 
GUESTS 
Sam Schafnit, Enid Fire Department 
Kenneth Helms, Enid Fire Department 
 

STAFF 
Jane Sutter, Division Director 
Jerry Church, Special Programs Officer 
Anita Kroth, Administrative Assistant 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER
 

Vice-Chairman Darryl Troupe called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. 
 



II. INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Self-introductions were made around the room. 
 
III. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

 
Darryl Troupe informed the committee that David Perez, Oklahoma Air National 
Guard, has left the Fire Service.  He was promoted to Chief Master Sergeant with 
the Air National Guard and now the Superintendent of the Vehicle Maintenance 
section. David will no longer serve on the Operation FireSAFE Operational 
Committee. 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING MARCH 15, 2005 
 

Tim Adams, Oklahoma City, made a motion to accept the minutes of the March 15, 
2005 regular meeting.  Dustin Parsons, The Village, seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS   
 
Fund Development  - Jane Sutter reported that SAFE KIDS Coalition committed 
$2,500 to Operation FireSAFE, which helped to pay for training expenses to send 
Marie Helene-Lareault to Wichita for Juvenile Firesetter I certification and public 
education conference. 

 
Marie Helene-Lareault, Midwest City Fire Department, reported that she attended 
training in Wichita, Kansas, for the Juvenile Firesetter Intervention Specialist I, 
and attended the conference following.  She gave an overview of the sessions 
and events.  She said she learned that FEMA is no longer recommending the use 
of the long form for interviews, but rather they are recommending the use of a 
new  short form.  FEMA recommends that the interviewer start with the short 
form, and if it is justified to go on to the long form.  Marie said that the forms had 
been tested via side-by-side interviews, and the results were always the same as 
far as recommended action to help the child. 

 
After discussion with the group on their ideas and any opposition with using the 
short form, it was decided to form a committee to work with the mental health 
professionals in the program to review the forms and evaluate the use of both.  
Darryl Troupe, Tim Adams, Jerry Lojka, Micah Weaver, Marie Helene-Lareault and 
Ken Pontius volunteered to serve on that committee.  Tim said he would serve as 
Chair of the committee. 
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Pat Damron, Oklahoma State Health Department, commented on the fact that 
when there is suspicion of child abuse in any of these interviews, the interviewer 
is obligated to report it. 
 
A motion was made by Jerry Lojka to form a committee to study the interview 
forms.  The motion was seconded by Tim Adams, and was passed unanimously. 
 
Program Development  - Chairman Jimmy Gibson was not present; there was no 
report. 

 
Public Education  - Chairman Tim Adams asked if the program would be able to 
send Lois Pokorny to attend the mental health conference in Massachusetts in 
November. They agreed the group would have to investigate that more, 
depending on funding availability. 

 
Martha Collar, SAFE KIDS Coalition, handed out statistical information regarding 
the “Save-A-Life” Smoke Alarm Program for FY05 providing information such as 
number of smoke alarms purchased from SAFE KIDS, number of free alarms 
distributed, and payment status on those.  She reminded the fire departments 
that whenever they purchase 50 smoke alarms from SAFE KIDS the matching 
fund program will give them 50 more free. 

 
She said a car seat training certification course is coming up July 7-10.  The 
Village representatives said they are working on enrolling three or four personnel 
to attend that class. Micah Weaver and Marie Helene-Lareault indicated they are 
enrolled as well.   

 
Martha announced that the SAFE KIDS annual golf tournament will be held July 
11th, as well as the golf ball drop event.  She said anyone interested in participating 
in the tournament could contact her. 

 
Mental Health Committee – Lois Pokorny welcomed Pat Damron back to the group.  
Pat Damron, Child Guidance, State Health Department, announced that she is 
chairing an initiative called the Oklahoma After School Network, and said they 
welcome Operation FireSAFE to be a part of that initiative.  Pat said the network is in 
the process of sending a proposal to the Mott Foundation out of Illinois, which is 
known for providing funds to programs that will help children avoid situations in 
which they are vulnerable and support children in other ways.  Pat said once the 
initiative is on it’s way, there would be a coordinator hired to help implement it out 
into the local communities.  Pat said anyone interested should contact her at 271-
4477.  Pat invited someone from the FireSAFE program attend the next meeting.  She 
said she would keep the group advised of the next meeting date. 
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Lois Pokorny reported that the recently held mental health training went very well.  
There were seven students in attendance.  They covered the usual topics. 

 
Lois Pokorny referred to the effort made to have an article in the Fire Chief’s 
magazine and said that it was successful, and that there would be an article 
published in the fall issue. 

 
Dustin Parsons reported that he was able to use some of the knowledge he gained 
from attending the interviewer training regarding child abuse in a particular case he 
had been working.  

 
VI. OPERATION FIRESAFE PROGRAM STATISTICS 
 

A current program statistical report was provided as a handout at the meeting.   
 

VII. POWER POINT PRESENTATION – ORIENTATION ON FIRESAFE TO LINE PERSONNEL 
 

Marie Helene-Lareault, Lois Pokorny, Jane Sutter and Jimmy Gibson have 
developed a Power Point presentation that can be used to acquaint line 
personnel with the FireSAFE program and the importance of their referrals.  Marie 
made the presentation to the group.  She said the presentation could be used as 
a Power Point slide presentation, or shown on a DVD.  She said once we determine 
which format each fire department needs, they will be accommodated with that 
type of presentation.    It is a 30-minute presentation. 

 
Jerry Lojka asked who would teach these workshops.  Jane said anyone is this 
group equipped with this presentation would be qualified to give the class.  She 
said that there would need to be a mental health professional present when a 
presentation is made to the line personnel at the departments. Jane suggested 
that the departments interchange teachers with other departments.  She said it 
is recommended that the departments receive the training during this summer. 

 
Jane said ACOG could send out a request to the fire departments and ask for 
preferred training date(s) at the individual departments, and after gathering this 
information, we can create a training schedule to be implemented this summer.  
Once we have a schedule, we would need to determine volunteer teachers.  Marie 
said we should also ask them format they need to have the presentation, i.e., 
Power Point, or DVD. 

 
Martha suggested that someone from the group present this training at the 
National SAFE KIDS meeting in Washington in October. 
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VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Martha Collar reported that SAFE KIDS recently received a $25,000 grant from 
National SAFE KIDS. 
 
The focus of the grant will be distribution of the long-life smoke alarms to Head 
Start programs, primarily Native American Head Start programs, but not 
exclusively.  She asked if anyone from the committee would like to work with her 
on that effort.  She said Jimmy Gibson has volunteered already.  She said there 
would be training provided sometime this summer to those Head Starts 
programs. 

 
Martha said the Burglar Bar bill has been signed by the Governor.  The bill does 
not require property owners to remove the bars if they already have them 
installed, but new homes and remodeling are not allowed to use them.  This 
applies to single family residency, not businesses. 

 
Jane Sutter reported that HB 1751 that allows county-wide elections for a 50-
cent fee on wireless telephone bills to improve the way wireless phones work 
when used to make9-1-1 calls, is being considered by the House today and 
hopefully it will go to the Senate.  She asked member entities to encourage their 
representatives to vote in favor. 

 
Before the meeting ended a message came that HB 1751 passed 97-2 in the 
House.  Jane asked that members call their Senators, as it will go to the Senate 
next. 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 
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ATTACHMENT V 

 
OPERATION FireSAFE 

Operational Committee 
 
 

Ken Pontius, Chairman, Moore 
Darryl Troupe, Vice Chairman, Norman 
Resource Person:  Jane Sutter, ACOG 

 
 

2004-2005 
Subcommittees 

 
 

Fund Development Committee 
     Glenda Vassar, Chair 

 
Jim Hock, Del City 
Jane Sutter, ACOG 

 
Mental Health Committee 

Lois Pokorny, Chair, Okla. City-County Health Department 
 

Kyle Trumbly, Yukon 
Liz Petrin, Pottawatomie County Health Department 
Debbie Blood, Okla. City-County Health Department 

 
Program Development 

Jimmy Gibson, Chair 
 

None 
 

Public Education 
Tim Adams, Chair 

 
Shaum Jennings, Bethany 

Darryl Troupe, Norman 
Martha Collar, SAFE KIDS Coalition 

Resource Person:  Jerry Chuch                                   
 
 
 
 



 
 
GO TO NEXT PAGE TO VIEW ATTACHMENT VII 
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