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The Association of Central Oklahoma 
Governments (ACOG) is a voluntary association 
of city, town and county governments within 
Central Oklahoma.  ACOG�s purpose is to aid 
local governments in planning for common 
needs, cooperating for mutual bene�t and 
coordinating for sound regional development.

ACOG serves as the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO) for the Oklahoma City 
metropolitan area.  In conformance with 
federal requirements, the Association 
coordinates long and short-range 
transportation planning and works with local 
government members and with local, state 
and federal transportation agencies to 
determine priorities for allocating federal 
transportation dollars within the region.

The transportation planning process is 
governed by an Intermodal Transportation 
Policy Committee made up of local elected 
of�cials and transportation agency partners.  
A Technical Committee, comprised of 
community planners and engineers, 
and a Citizens Advisory Committee, 
representing varying interests, support the 
Policy Committee by providing input and 
recommendations as transportation plans  
and programs are developed.

ACOG is committed to promoting an ef�cient, 
safe, multimodal transportation system that 
enhances personal mobility and commerce 
within Central Oklahoma to foster the region�s 
economic vitality and quality of life.

ABOUT ACOG

EFFICIENT, SAFE, MULTIMODAL

ACOG is committed to 
promoting an

transportation 
system that 

enhances personal 
mobility and 

commerce within 
Central Oklahoma 

to foster the region�s 
economic vitality and 

quality of life.
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Transportation planning is conducted within 
a 2,085 square mile area known as the 
Oklahoma City Area Regional Transportation 
Study (OCARTS) area.  The OCARTS area 
includes 40 cities and towns located within 
Oklahoma and Cleveland Counties, and 
portions of Canadian, Grady, McClain and 
Logan Counties.  The planning area was 
increased to its current size in February 2002 
to include new growth and increased travel 
occurring in the southwest part of the region.

The transportation planning area is intended 
to re�ect the portion of the metro that is 
currently urbanized and the surrounding 
areas that are expected to become urbanized 
over the next 20 years.  Because the OCARTS 
area includes a Census-de�ned urbanized 
area of more than 200,000 people, it is also 
designated a Transportation Management 
Area (TMA) by the Federal Highway and 
Federal Transit Administrations. As a TMA, 
the OCARTS area must comply with federal 
requirements for long and short range 
transportation planning as a prerequisite for 
receiving federal transportation dollars.

THE PLANNING AREA

40 CITIES & TOWNS

The OCARTS    
area includes

located within 
Oklahoma and 

Cleveland 
Counties, and 

portions of 
Canadian, Grady, 

McClain and Logan 
Counties.
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CANADIAN COUNTY

LOGAN COUNTY

OKLAHOMA COUNTY

CLEVELAND COUNTY

GRADY COUNTY

McCLAIN COUNTY

MUNICIPALITY

OCARTS AREA

COUNTY BOUNDARY

Geary

Calumet

El Reno

Piedmont

Cashion
Guthrie

Cedar Valley

Cimarron City

Crescent

Mulhall

Marshall Orlando

Coyle

Langston

Meridian

Edmond Arcadia

Luther

Jones
The Village

Nichols Hills

Lake Aluma
Spencer

Nicoma Park

Choctaw

Midwest CityDel City

Valley Brook

Smith Village

Oklahoma City Forest Park

Bethany
Yukon

KILPATRICK TP

Warr Acres

Woodlawn Park

Mustang
Union City

Tuttle

Moore

Newcastle Norman

Blanchard

Goldsby

Cole

Washington
Dibble

Purcell
Lexington

Slaughterville

EtowahNoble

Harrah 
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The OCARTS Transportation Management 
Area maintains a continuing, cooperative and 
comprehensive transportation planning process, 
under guidelines issued by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) of the U.S. Department 
of Transportation.  This process includes the 
development of a long range transportation plan 
every �ve years, short range programs to guide 
the expenditure of transportation revenues, a 
congestion management plan and compliance with 
federal air quality standards.

The 2030 OCARTS Plan was developed in 
conformance with the previous federal surface 
transportation law, the Transportation Equity 
Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21).  On August 10, 
2005, the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Ef�cient 
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users 
(SAFETEA-LU) replaced TEA-21, and continued its 
primary focus areas for the nation�s transportation 
system (see following page).

Federal law requires that the long range plan 
forecast travel demand for at least a 20-year 
horizon and identify methods to ensure future 
mobility and accessibility using multiple modes of 
travel.  Metropolitan areas must also demonstrate 
that their long range plan is affordable, is prepared 
with input from transportation providers, users, 
interested citizens and others, and that its bene�ts 
and burdens are equitably distributed among all 
income and racial groups within the planning area.

FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS
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Increase accessibility and mobility 
for people and goods

Enhance connectivity among modes 
for people and freight

Preserve the existing transportation system

Promote ef�cient system management

Protect and enhance the environment 
and promote energy conservation

Increase transportation safety 
and security for all users

Support economic vitality 
and global competitiveness
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With the assistance 
of OCARTS area 

local governments, 
the MPO also 

developed

of where people 
are likely to live, 
work and attend 

school in 2030.

The 2030 OCARTS Plan utilizes a base year of 2000 and 
a forecast year of 2030.  Information about the region�s 
base year land use, dwelling units, employment and 
school enrollment were gathered and used to replicate 
the travel that occurred on the regional street and 
highway network in 2000.  A computer model assisted 
with this effort and the results were compared with year 
2000 traf�c counts to ensure the accuracy of the model.

With the assistance of OCARTS area local governments, 
the MPO also developed projections of where people 
are likely to live, work and attend school in 2030, and 
utilized the calibrated travel demand model to project 
how these trips would be distributed across the regional 
network.  This allowed planners to evaluate where travel 
is expected to increase and where improvements to the 
OCARTS street and highway network should be focused.

Alternative modes were also considered as a means to 
improve mobility and reduce congestion.  In the modeling 
process, it was assumed that one-half of a percent 
of the forecast year trips would be made using public 
transportation, which is the historical proportion of 
overall transit trips within the OCARTS area.  In addition, 
several non-traditional improvements that would provide 
some congestion relief were factored into the model, 
including intelligent transportation systems (ITS), 
travel demand management (TDM) and traf�c system 
management (TSM) techniques.

Several alternative street and highway networks for the 
2030 OCARTS Plan were evaluated, ranging from a �do 
nothing� scenario to the network improvements included 
in the adopted plan.

PLAN DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

PROJECTIONS
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DEVELOP BASE YEAR & FUTURE
DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

(land use, population, employment, school enrollment)

CALIBRATE COMPUTER MODEL
USING 2000 TRAFFIC CONDITIONS

FORECAST FUTURE TRAVEL DEMAND
USING COMPUTER MODEL

DOCUMENT SYSTEM DEFICIENCIES

ESTABLISH GOALS

IDENTIFY MULTIMODAL ALTERNATIVES
TO ADDRESS SYSTEM DEFICIENCIES

EVALUATE ALTERNATIVES
& DEVELOP RECOMMENDATIONS

2030 OCARTS PLAN
(repeat steps to begin Next Plan Update)

INCORPORATE 2030 OCARTS PLAN
INTO STATEWIDE PLAN

IMPLEMENT PLAN THROUGH METROPOLITAN 
& STATEWIDE TRANSPORTATION 

IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMS

2030 OCARTS PLAN
DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

PUBLIC
INVOLVEMENT
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Improved mobility and quality of 
life within the OCARTS area are the 
underlying intents of the adopted goals 
and policies for the 2030 OCARTS Plan.  
Presented and re�ned at technical, 
citizens and policy committee 
meetings, the goals represent citizen 
feedback from the transportation 
survey and other public input. Goals 
for the 2030 OCARTS Plan establish 
a clear focus � a transportation 
system that supports and bene�ts the 
economic vitality, community character 
and social diversity of the Central 
Oklahoma region. To further this 
objective, the following goals for the 
2030 OCARTS Plan were adopted:

GOALS & POLICIES
Goals for the 2030 

OCARTS Plan establish a 

- a transportation  
system that supports and 

bene�ts the economic 
vitality, community 

character and social 
diversity of the Central 

Oklahoma region.

CLEAR FOCUS
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Improve the quality of transportation 
services and the transportation system. 

The regional transportation system should provide 
and encourage choices among transportation 
modes, while preserving and maintaining the 

existing transportation system.

Increase the ef�ciency of transportation 
services and the transportation system. 

An integrated, multimodal and intermodal 
transportation system is key to the ef�cient and 

cost-effective movement of people and goods.

Provide a safe, secure and 
environmentally, economically and 

socially responsible transportation system. 
Improved design, construction and maintenance of 

transportation facilities can signi�cantly reduce traf�c 
accidents, injuries and fatalities. Transportation 

facilities should have a minimal impact on the 
environment and be accessible to all users.

 
Maintain a �nancially realistic regional 

transportation planning process. 
The Plan must be based on realistic revenue and 

cost projections to ensure maintenance of the 
existing system and implementation of planned 
improvements. Innovative funding mechanisms   

are also encouraged.

Improve communication, coordination and 
cooperation in developing transportation 

goals, policies and plans. 
The Plan should foster intergovernmental 

cooperation, citizen and private sector     
involvement, and public-private partnerships.

11


